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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is a first Office Action on the merits of this application. Claims 1-18 
are presented for examination. 

Paper Submitted 

2. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received 
and placed of record in the file: Information Disclosure Statement as received on 
01/10/03 was considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. Claim 6 
recites "respective group of beacons". Failure to clearly indicate with respect to what or 
how the beacons are grouped renders this claim indefinite. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a.quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
the U. S. Patent 6,587.835 to Treyz et al. (hereinafter Treyz). 

Regarding claim 1, Treyz teaches a communications system comprising: a 
transmitter beacon for transmitting a plurality of alert signals to wireless receivers within 
range of the beacon (Col. 13, lines 22-26 - transmitters for "local" communications), 
each alert signal being provided for prompting an alert message of the transmitter 
beacon (Col. 38, lines 25-37 - proximity messages, local messages, notifications, 
reminders, e-mail, etc.); and a wireless receiver which stores interpretation data, 
selected interpretation data being used when an associated alert signal is received, 
thereby to generate the associated alert message at the mobile wireless device (Col. 9, 
lines 55-65 and Fig. 1 - handheld computing device 12; Col. 11, lines 24-27 - shopping 
lists is one example of interpretation data taught by Treyz. These lists are used by the 
user when store proximity messages are received). 

Regarding claim 2, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the interpretation data comprises sound or image files (Fig. 112, step 1072 - 
images presented to the user for selection). 

Regarding claim 3, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
1 , comprising: a first group of beacon devices for wirelessly broadcasting data, the 
wireless receiver being for receiving data from the beacon devices of the first group 
(Col. 13, lines 22-26 - transmitters for "local" communications) wherein at least one of 
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the beacon devices of the first group Is arranged to provide the interpretation data to the 
wireless receiver to enable the wireless receiver to Interpret signals from the beacon 
devices of the first group (Col. 38, lines 25-37 - proximity messages, local messages, 
notifications, reminders, e-mail, etc.). 

Regarding claim 4, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
3, further comprising a second group of beacon devices for wirelessly broadcasting data 
(Col. 13, lines 38-46 - transmitters for "remote" communications), wherein the at least 
one wireless receiver is for receiving data from the beacon devices of the first and 
second groups (Col. 9, lines 59-67 - wireless receiver 12) and wherein at least one of 
the beacon devices of the second group is arranged to provide interpretation data to the 
wireless receiver to enable the wireless receiver to interpret signals from the beacon 
devices of the second group (Col. 13, lines 40-45 - examples of interpretation data that 
may be provided over beacon devices of a second group). 

Regarding claim 5, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed In claim 
3, wherein the at least one of the beacon devices of the first group of beacons are 
arranged to receive data relating to the identity of the wireless receiver during the 
provision of the interpretation data (Col. 58, lines 5-12 - verification of Identity of the 
user via handheld device 12). 

Regarding claim 6, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
5, wherein the at least one of the beacon devices of the first group of beacons comprise 
means for passing the data relating to the identity of the wireless receiver to the other 
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beacon devices of the respective group of beacons (Col. 58, lines 13-23 - user identity 
may be also provided to the cash register system). 

Regarding claim 7, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
5, wherein the data relating to the identity of the wireless receiver comprises the identity 
and/or profile information concerning the wireless receiver (Col. 38, lines 28-32 - 
sending messages particular to the user based on the identity information). 

Regarding claim 8, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
5, wherein the other beacon devices of the first group of beacons each comprise 
filtering means to filter potential messages in dependence on the data relating to the 
identity of the wireless receiver (Col. 38, lines 28-32 - sending messages particular to 
the user based on the identity information). 

Regarding claim 9, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the interpretation data comprises content which can be displayed during a 
connection procedure (Col. 2, lines 32-37 and col. 1 1 , lines 24-27 - GPS location 
interpretation data may be displayed during a connection procedure to download a 
shopping list). 

Regarding claim 10, Treyz teaches a communications system as claimed in claim 
1, wherein each beacon device Is for broadcasting data using the Bluetooth protocol 
(Col. 13, lines 29-32 - Bluetooth connection). 

Regarding claim 11, Treyz teaches a method of providing information to a mobile 
receiver from a beacon device, the method comprising: providing interpretation data to 
the wireless receiver to enable the wireless receiver to interpret signals from the beacon 
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device (Col. 38, lines 25-37 - proximity messages, local messages, notifications, 
reminders, e-mail, etc.); and providing a signal from the beacon device when the 
wireless receiver is within range of the beacon device, the wireless receiver interpreting 
the signal using the interpretation data (Col. 13, lines 22-26 - transmitters for "local" 
communications). 

Regarding claim 12, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
beacon device is one of a group of beacon devices (Fig. 15 is a schematic diagram of a 
system that includes multiple local wireless transmitter/receivers), and wherein the 
interpretation data is provided to the wireless receiver from a second beacon device 
when the wireless receiver is within range of the second beacon device (Col. 38, lines 
25-37 - proximity messages, local messages, notifications, reminders, e-mail, etc.). 

Regarding claim 13, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 11, wherein 
the interpretation data is provided to the wireless receiver during a preload operation 
remote from the beacon device (Col. 2, lines 32-37 and col. 1 1 , lines 24-27 - GPS 
location interpretation data is provided during preload operation). 

Regarding claim 14, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
preload operation is carried out over the internet (Fig. 2, communication network 32, 
which, according to col. 10, lines 56-62 may include the Internet). 

Regarding claim 15, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
interpretation data comprises sound files (Col. 49, lines 29-36). 



Application/Control Number: 10/099.681 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2155 

Regarding claim 16, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
signal is provided using the Bluetooth protocol (Col. 13, lines 29-32 - Bluetooth 
connection). 

Regarding claim 17, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
signal is provided as a data field within the Inquiry signal bfthe Bluetooth protocol (Col. 
13, lines 29-32 - Bluetooth connection. Under the Bluetooth protocol, the payload is 
inherently provided in the data field). 

Regarding claim 18, Treyz teaches a method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 

wireless receiver is movable between a plurality of groups of beacon devices, and 

wherein the method comprises: providing interpretation data from a first beacon device 

within each group to the wireless receiver when the wireless receiver is within range of 

the first beacon device (Fig. 13, wireless transmitter/receiver at the merchant's site 178. 

Col. 3, lines 1-5 - proximity messages from a merchant); and providing a signal from a 

second beacon device within the group when the wireless receiver is within range of the 

second beacon device, the wireless receiver interpreting the signal using the 

interpretation data (Fig. 14 shows a second merchant's site 178, providing proximity 

messages to the shopper). 

5. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 
numbers in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the 
applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art 
and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages 
and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in 
preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching 
all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by 
the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection 
of claims, the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art 
disclosed by the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how 
the amendments avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR § 1 .1 1 1(c). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Vitali Korobov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7506. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 8a.m. - 4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Vitali Korobov 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 



08/28/2005 
VAK 
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